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Welcome back to Church
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Letter from
Rev. Michael
Giles

Looking Back
and Moving
Forwards

Greetings,
So we have now landed safely in Wootton
and the North Bedfordshire Circuit in the
strangest of circumstances. What was
familiar, routine and normal last November
when we visited the Circuit and churches
has forever changed. On behalf of Jill and
myself I want to thank you for your warm
welcome, prayers and cards as we settle
into a new home and community.
Before I continue my article I want to pay
tribute and give thanks for the ministry of
the late Reverend Professor Peter Byass
who unexpectedly passed away in August.
We fondly remember meeting Peter during
that November visit and were due to see
him at his home in August for a pastoral
conversation on Kempston East. We give
thanks for Peter’s ministry and legacy and
Jill and Michael Giles
pray for his family during these very
difficult times.
----------------------------------------------A Preacher once said ‘To move forward sometimes you have to look backwards’. In a
sense as a Church we do this each Sunday as we have a conversation with the Bible
readings and then try to relate their meaning to our lives and today’s culture.
1) LOOKING BACK Reflections.
What are some of the key memories and stories that challenged, encouraged, and
changed our lives and faith? What did we learn from them and the subsequent journey
of faith and life? Take time to reflect on the last year - six months of normality and six
months of COVID 19; perhaps make some notes about what you learnt?
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In 2009 I went on a three month sabbatical with the theme of ‘Community’ and this
involved visits to various church community projects in the UK and a 3 week visit to
Ghana.
Here are some of my reflections which may prompt yours:
• The devotion and commitment to community in challenging places.
• The sense of celebration in worship.
• The brave and courageous leadership willing to take risks.
• The priority of prayer and taking Bible study seriously.
• The commitment to growth and outreach.
• The belief that lives and communities can be changed and transformed.
• The long term vision and strategy.
Perhaps as you reflect on Kempston East you will give
thanks for the pastoral care, worship and community
outreach.

2) MOVING FORWARD
One of my favourite quotes is by David Livingstone,
missionary, explorer, geographer in Africa, who
said ‘I will go anyway providing it is forwards’.
As a church let us choose to move forward
together with each other but, most importantly,
as we respond to the call of Jesus ‘Follow Me’.
We move forwards having looked backwards and
learnt from those insights of faith. Our loving God
is already at work in our community and we need
to sense where the Spirit is calling us.

David Livingstone Statue,
Cathedral Square, Glasgow
Photo: Kim Traynor
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I have found this prayer by Rev David Adam former Vicar of Holy Island, Lindisfarne to
be helpful.
‘WIDE HORIZONS’
Good and gracious God
Grant to our eyes wide horizons.
Increase our vision to see,
Beyond the obvious and into the depths.
Let us walk ways that are new,
Where we do not know the destination
Let us journey in joy and in hope.
Among so many troubles and dangers,
Surround us with your protection and peace.
May we know that heaven and earth are one,
That nothing separates us from you,
And your abiding love in Christ Jesus. Amen
Blessings
Rev Michael Giles

We need two more
Stewards at
Kempston East
Could you be one of
these?
If so, talk with any of
the Stewards about
what the job entails
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Reopening for Worship on
Sunday 13 September
As I write this, the Government has just
announced new regulations on meeting
together from 14 September (see the next page
for more details of these).
Whatever the future may hold, we are still
planning to meet together for worship in the church at Kempston East this Sunday
(September 13) and so I am repeating Richard’s four-point guidance from last week
and including a new poster about how you might recognise someone who is unable to
wear a mask because of a hidden disability.

Frequently washing or sanitising
our hands well remains a key
protection against getting and
transmitting Covid-19;

Optimum protection is provided by
maintaining 2 metre distances
between you and people not in your
household or your ‘bubble’. Keep
two empty seats between your
group and the next one;

Unless you’re exempt from doing
so, wear a face covering when in the
Church (and remember that not all
the reasons why some people aren’t
able to wear a mask are obvious …
so be kind);

Remember, when taking your seat
in Church, use the centre aisle to go
from the back (the main church
entrance end) to the front (the
preaching area). When you leave,
use the side aisles to go from the
front (the preaching area) to the
back (the main church entrance).
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New Rules on
Socialising from
tomorrow
(September 14)
Last Tuesday, and following the large increases in Covid-19 cases in the previous three
days, the Government announced new rules for how we can socialise with other
people. This is our guide to what these are and how they might affect us.
•

•

There will be a limit of six people allowed to meet together socially (up until
tomorrow the limit is thirty people). This applies to meeting together indoors and
outdoors, so you won’t be able to have more than six family members meeting
together, even in your garden, in a restaurant, or in the park.
There will be some exceptions to these rules:
• If your household or your ‘support bubble’ is larger than six, then you can
meet together. Your household is the people you actually live with, not
including your wider family. A support bubble is formed when one adult
living alone forms a group with a second household (of any size) and
effectively acts as one group.
• Education is exempt from this, so schools will still be open and classes can be
larger than six
• Work is also exempt, so you will still be able to go to work with other people
• Weddings and funerals are also exempt but there are still limits of 30 people
at weddings and a ‘modest number’ at funerals
• Team sports are also exempt providing they are run so as to limit the spread
of the virus
• And, most importantly for us as a church, religious worship is also exempt.

This exemption has not been mentioned as widely on the news as the others have but
the Methodist Church has posted its guidance by quoting a statement from the
Archbishop of Canterbury:
"After contact with Government we hear that there is no change to guidance on places
of worship. Worship is the work of God – not a social gathering – and gives the strength
to love and serve. The increase in COVID cases is very concerning. We must follow the
guidance and take all the necessary measures to keep people safe. And let’s keep
praying for everyone who is affected – those who are ill, or whose families are ill, those
who are anxious, or struggling with cancelled plans and isolation. We give grateful
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thanks to God for the NHS and all those who work tirelessly to keep us safe.“
The Archbishop of Canterbury

What is ZOE?
ZOE is a way of tracking the symptoms of Covid-19 as
they occur in people. It’s an app that you can have on
your smartphone or tablet in which you daily report
whether or not you’ve experienced any of the recognised symptoms of the virus.
This is being run by researchers at King’s College, London and over 4 million people
have signed up to it. By tracking the responses that people make, it helps the health
services by identifying:
* How fast the virus is spreading in each area
* What are the high-risk areas in the UK
* Who is most at risk
On Tuesday last week, the administrators of Zoe issued this message:
In the last few days we have seen a worrying trend with the number of COVID cases
across the UK starting to rise, and we wanted to share this data with you at the same
time we share it with the government. We also want to ask for your help, as we need
more people logging in your area if we are to prevent things getting out of control.
When we launched the app at the end of March, the UK was in the eye of the
pandemic. Our data estimated over 2 million COVID cases at the start of April.
However, because of lockdown these cases fell dramatically to levels of around 1,000 2,000 per day where they remained stable as we emerged from full lockdown in mid
June. However, for the first time since mid June we have seen numbers rise above
2,500 daily new cases, and there are currently 2,924 daily new cases of COVID in the
UK. We are also seeing the estimated prevalence numbers rising too, with nearly
30,000 estimated Symptomatic COVID cases in the UK right now.
We are now confident that this rise is statistically significant and that we are definitely
seeing a rise in COVID cases in the UK. This is backed up by our R value, which is
currently 1.2 for England. The app's ability to identify this rise is solely down to the
dedicated and trusted users — without them none of this would be possible. Their
contribution really can make an enormous difference now that cases are rising.
The trend we are seeing is a reminder that COVID is still with us and this data is as
important as ever to continue to help fight this virus and avoid another full lockdown.
The app is available to download from the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.
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A Gardening
Experience
(Part 2)
by Roger Skipper
In 1980 we moved to Wootton Green for just two reasons - our eldest son was at
Wootton Upper School and we wanted his younger brother to go there too, but also it
had a one acre plot of garden.
When we moved in, the garden was basically a field with just a half dozen or so
sapling trees set here and there with untended meadow grass, but it came with a
ride-on-mower. My toys were getting bigger! There was a small vegetable plot, again
unkempt. The ground was heavy blue clay and I remember vividly in the first year
having dug the vegetable plot, the clods of ground stayed in big solid lumps, which I
was hoping would eventually break up. I did have a heavy mechanical rotovator
which was bought for use on the allotment, which I tried desperately to use to break
up these clods. It did this eventually, but it was like running it over rocky terrain or
concrete. I also spent several hours scraping heavy blue clay off my wellington boots.
Something had to be done to make work much more easy, so, when we could afford,
we had lorry loads of gravel and sharp sand delivered which was used to help break
up the clay in those early days. We had lots of sticky mud, ‘Mud, mud, glorious
mud, nothing quite like it for cooling the blood’. We had two greenhouses which
were in constant use throughout the year.
As the years went on the garden
evolved with advice of many
friends; the field grass was
carefully managed, borders were
created, trees and shrubs set and
our gardening experience widened
considerably. We made many
mistakes, which was an invaluable
experience. We changed our
gardening preferences and instead
of growing annual flowers we went for perennials. Initially more costly but didn’t
need replacing. I use the word ‘initially’ as most of the time once you have a plant,
you have it for many years and with propagation you can divide it or take cuttings and
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make many more

In the late eighties I took a liking for the
little known and grown perennial,
Penstemon, which I suppose many people,
including Anna, would say was an obsession.
I quickly acquired a collection of around
150 species and varieties and throughout
the region became known as the
‘Penstemon Man’.
I suppose I became an authority on this
species of plants and, up to the present
time, have given many colourful presentations to Gardening Clubs all over East Anglia.
I even managed successfully to grow a Penstemon from my own collected seed and
have it officially registered with Penstemon Society in the U.S.A. with my own name.
As the garden started to mature,
much more garden vegetation
waste started to be produced – this
could not be wasted or go in the
Council’s green bin. An 8hp petrol
driven chipper was purchased,
compost bins were made. The
chipped-up garden waste and grass
cuttings, along with an ever-ready
supply of good old horse muck was
put into the bins.
We were and still are surrounded
by people with horses who are only
too pleased to provide us with
those basic necessities. The resulting compost was and still is added
to the various parts of the garden.
From having very heavy clay some
40 years ago we now have lovely
soil to work with – mind you, clay
has many benefits, but you need to
keep the soil in good fettle otherwise it will quickly go back to its
former consistency – clay.
Part 3 in next week’s newsletter.
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Bedford News
Schools are Back
We welcome the measures put in place in schools
across the Borough to enable the safe return of
pupils as they start the Autumn term. With COVID19 still present in the community, schools have
introduced measures such classroom bubbles to limit
the contact between pupils, staggered arrival and
leaving times and additional cleaning regimes to
protect staff and pupils.

Ahead of the return, the Council has been in touch with Head Teachers with the latest
national advice on face coverings to support the measures schools are taking to safely
reopen. It is supporting schools to take decisions and introduce the measures they
need to, to keep pupils and staff safe. These may vary between schools,
particularly where the layout of the school or college makes it difficult to maintain
social distancing when staff and pupils are moving around the premises.
Where face coverings are worn there is a reminder that they must be worn correctly,
covering both the nose and mouth in order to be effective.

Bedford Borough parks receive
international accolades
Two parks in Bedford Borough have been
awarded an international accolade by TripAdvisor.
Priory Country Park and Bedford Park have both
received recognition in the TripAdvisor Travellers’
Choice Award.
The award recognises attractions held in high
regard by travellers internationally. Receiving this
accolade highlights both parks as great places for
residents and visitors to enjoy when spending
time in Bedford Borough. The Travellers’ Choice
award accumulates reviews, ratings and saves of
travellers. It aims to identify the top 10% of all
listings on TripAdvisor. With over 8.7 million listings on the website, winning this award
demonstrates the quality of these two council maintained parks.
The photo is of Priory Country Park and was taken last weekend by Chris F for use in our
‘Water’ theme for this month, but I thought I could use it here.
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This Bedford News is extracted from emailings from Bedford Borough Council and their partners

Your photos
on the theme of
‘Water’
Moving on to ‘Water’, the photo theme for
September, we have another photo of Priory Country Park from Chris F (see also page 10),
a rough day at sea from Cilla and two waterfalls from Sara C and Pauline E.
A bit of a ‘heads-up’ for next month – as the weather is supposed to get much better this
week I thought the theme for your October photos could be ‘Summer’!

from Chris F

from Cilla

from Pauline E
from Sara C
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Our
Church
Family
Please remember in your prayers:

Your
Prayers

•
•

Catherine Gilbert in Annandale Lodge and
missing her family
All our friends in care homes in Kempston,
Bedford, and beyond

Sunday Club
Please note that Sunday Club will meet by Zoom at 12 noon this Sunday
(13th). Rosemary will send out login details.

Samaritans Purse (Shoebox Appeal)
This year we will have to do things a bit differently. I have the
pre-printed boxes and will be happy for you to collect them
from my house (28 Springfield Avenue, Kempston), or I will
deliver to you (Tel: 301685). If you want to donate items or
money, just let me know and I will collect. We need some
donations of money for the postage, so let’s see how much
money we can send this year. Because of the Covid-19
restrictions, leaflets will not be available in the church but they
are available online from the Samaritan’s Purse website
(https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmaschild/operation-christmas-child-resources/labels-leaflets/) or via Richard Ward
(richard.ward4@btinternet or 852400)
Thank you for your support.
Barbara Giddins
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Worship
Although we are re-opening for worship at Kempston East this Sunday, some of the more
elderly or vulnerable among you may still be a bit wary of coming out and so I will
continue, for the time being, to give you other options.
On BBC1 ‘Sunday Morning Live’ has come to the end of its run but, at 1.15pm, on ‘Songs
of Praise’, Aled Jones is in Plymouth, where 400 years ago a group of Christians
embarked on an epic journey across the Atlantic, which changed American history – the
voyage of the Mayflower.
Sunday Worship at 8.10am on Radio 4 also goes with the 400th Anniversary of the sailing
of the ‘Mayflower’ as it’s led by the Right Reverend Nick McKinnel, Bishop of Plymouth.
Radio 3 has Choral Evensong at 3pm today (Sunday) comes from Neresheim Abbey,
Germany, with the Royal Academy of Music Chamber Choir. On Wednesday at 3.30pm,
Choral Evensong comes live from the Chapel of Royal Holloway, University of London,
with music by Ben Parry, George Dyson and Cesar Franck.

On Youtube you have the choice of a number of live streamed services but, if you’re able
to, then Sunday this weekend is the day when we re-open Kempston East for ‘live’
worship. Over the past few weeks we’ve been bombarding you with information about
risk assessments, how we’re planning to keep you safe and what your role is in all this, so
I’m not going to go into all that again. Suffice to say, that if you feel able to come back to
church again, then you will receive a warm – but socially distanced – welcome.
As usual, the service will begin at 10.30am but will be a bit shorter than you will be used
to, with only three hymns (that you won’t be allowed to sing – but you can hum under
your mask!) – and it will be our new minister, Rev Michael Giles’ first service at Kempston
East.
We are also hoping to video at least some of the service at Kempston East and will try to
upload that to the church website as soon as possible (hopefully, later on Sunday!)
For those of you don’t feel able to come or who don’t have internet access, the next few
pages contain a service provided by the Methodist Church that you might like to follow.
The ‘anthem’ that I’ve included this week is Michael Jackson’s ‘Heal the World’ sung by
an excellent a capella choir.
The Church of England continues their free Daily Hope prayer line which will allow
people to hear hymns, prayers and words that offer comfort and hope, particularly if you
have no access to the internet. Simply call 0800 804 8044.

worship
at home
Sunday
Sept 13,
2020
This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use if you are unable to
attend church. If you are well enough, why not spend a few moments with God,
knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with you.
Opening Affirmation
Disciples and doubters,
foolish and fearless,
we are all God's people,
and He welcomes us all
We draw near Him and worship.
Hymn: Lord, the light of your love is shining

Singing the Faith 59

Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen to it here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4
Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us;
Set us free by the truth you now bring
us,
Shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine,
Fill this land with the Father's glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze,
Set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
Flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your word,
Lord, and let there be light!

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
From the shadows into your radiance;
By the blood I may enter your brightness,
Search me, try me, consume all my
darkness.
Shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine…….
As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness.
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell your
story.
Shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine…….
Graham Kendrick (b. 1950)
(c) 1987, Graham Kendrick / Make Way Music Ltd

Let us pray together
Lord you have created a world full of people
A universe full of planets and stars
You sent us your Son Jesus
To show us how to live in our world
May we have the grace to follow Him. Amen
Loving God, we are sorry
when we have wandered far from you.
when we have not listened to your voice
and listened instead to other voices –
the voices of greed, and selfishness,.
you have offered us abundance of life,
but we have settled for so much less.
Forgive us
Assurance of pardon
In Jesus we have been forgiven
So let us live as one who is forgiven,
in the name of Christ. Amen.
Today’s Reading from the Old Testament:

Genesis 50:15-21

Today’s Gospel Reading:

Matthew 18:21-35

Anthem:

‘Heal the World’ (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Me1Zo0qVdrE)

Time to Reflect and think about
Unlimited forgiveness, - how easy is it to forgive, - can we move on from the hurt we
feel
In our gospel reading, Peter wanted to know what he must do about forgiveness. We
may find the word 'sorry', is easily said, often used and sometimes it is not really meant.
Peter thought he was being very generous by saying that a person should forgive seven
times.
The number seven was thought to be the perfect number. Jesus answers Peter that this
is not enough, and even seventy times seven would not be enough. Seventy times
seven at that time was thought to be an infinite number.
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What Jesus is guiding Peter and us to understand is that forgiveness is not a worldly
thing, but something that is at the heart of His teaching. Jesus told Peter the parable
of the King and his unmerciful servants to illustrate that his followers should be
willing to forgive and the consequences if they do not. In parts of the world they find
it is difficult for people to forgive because their honour is at stake. When someone is
hurt, they want to hurt back. They want revenge for what has happened, but that is
an endless route.
Revenge or retaliation is the way of the world and Jesus shows us that forgiveness
starts from God. By accepting His forgiveness, we are transformed in His likeness so
that we too should offer forgiveness to others in the same way.
To forgive someone when you have been hurt, or had your life affected is not easy.
During this time of lock down, people will have been hurt, disappointed, and maybe
angered by neighbours or people taking more food than they need. We need to let go
of those feelings and embrace God’s love. It is said that when a victim forgives, it
stops the bitterness hardening their heart and ruining their life, that by forgiving, a
person is changed from being the victim into a survivor. The generosity of what the
victim has done may touch the life of the offender, to the extent that in some cases;
the act of forgiveness, has changed their ways and in some cases made them friends.
Some people have been surprised by their neighbour’s help during the lock down,
neighbours they have never spoken to.
In the reading from Genesis we heard how Joseph’s brothers were afraid. They were
afraid of what Joseph would do to them. When they saw Joseph, they fell on their
knees and said they were his slaves. Joseph is disturbed by their sadness and says the
most amazing thing; “God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives”. By this statement Joseph showed that he had not allowed
his hurt to corrupt him, he had taken his suffering and seen that through it God had
led him to help others. Had he stayed with his brothers, Joseph would not have
become such an important person, and would not have been able to save thousands
of people from starving. God asks us to let go, and to lay all our burdens at His feet,
this includes the hurt and suffering that we have received. By forgiving we are
showing others God’s love.
Take a time to sit quietly
A time of prayer
Loving and forgiving God
We pray for our world today
as we bring the virus under control.
Help and guide Prime ministers, Presidents, Kings and Queens, all types of workers16
around the world,

parents and children
and all who have lost loved ones.
May they feel your love this week as they go about their work. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father ……
Hymn: Listen or sing along to ‘Lord I come to you’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL1POv2eY04
Lord, I come to you,
let my heart be changed, renewed,
flowing from the grace
that I found in you.
And Lord, I've come to know
the weaknesses I see in me
will be stripped away
by the power of your love.
Hold me close,
let your love surround me;
bring me near, draw me to your side.
And as I wait,
I'll rise up like the eagle,
and I will soar with you,
your Spirit leads me on
in the power of your love.

Singing the Faith 471

Lord unveil my eyes
Let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love
As You live in me
Lord renew my mind
As Your will unfolds in my life
In living every day
By the power of Your love
Hold me close,
let your love surround me;
bring me near, draw me to your side.
And as I wait,
I'll rise up like the eagle,
and I will soar with you,
your Spirit leads me on
in the power of your love.
Geoff Bullock (b. 1956)
(c) 1992 Word Music LLC.

A prayer of blessing (Singing the Faith 771)
May the love of the Lord rest upon your soul
May his love dwell in you throughout every day
May his Countenance shine upon you and be gracious to you
May His Spirit be upon you as you leave this place. Amen
Original Materials by Linda Ashworth
All Hymns reproduced under CCLi 1144191 and CCLi 5467
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Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival on Sunday 20 September
will, like most other things, be different this
year. There will be no Harvest Supper on the
previous evening and, of course, we will all be
keeping distanced from each other.
We are asking, however, for gifts of food as usual but only in tins, packets and jars, no
fresh food or flowers at all. This is so that the food can be left in the church for 72 hours
before being distributed and this year we will be taking the food to the local Foodbank.
We ask that you bring your gifts and place them on the tables at the front of the church
yourselves. If you are not intending to come to church at present perhaps you might
consider putting some items in the Foodbank box at your local shop.
Under the new Government rules on social gatherings we are still allowed to meet in
person for worship and so, next Sunday morning, our preacher will be Brian Addington
and it would be good to see as many of you at church as possible.
One thing we will not be able to do next weekend, though, is to have our usual Harvest
Supper and entertainment – though you are welcome, of course, to have your own ham
salad or jacket potato and pretend you’re there!

Harvest Coffee Morning
However, to try to alleviate your disappointment a bit at not having a Harvest Supper,
we are planning to hold a coffee morning next Saturday morning between 10am and
11am. Again, we won’t be allowed to do this in the New School Hall as usual (unless
only six of your come) but we will be able to have a virtual coffee morning by Zoom. I
will schedule this from 10am until 11am and you can dip in and out at any time.
Those of you who have been to the Sunday services by Zoom will be familiar with the
concept of Breakout Rooms so, at certain times during the hour’s coffee morning you
will be put together with a couple of others so that you can chat more easily and more
personally than when everyone is there.

Richard will send you the details of how to access the coffee
morning in his covering email with this newsletter. Just one
thing, though, you’ll have to make your own coffee and
provide your own biscuits!!
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Church Flowers
As most of you know we will not be
having flowers in the church on
Sundays at present. This means, of
course, that there are no flowers to be
given to those who are ill or elderly.
I am asking therefore if those people
on the Flower list for the remainder of
the year will buy a bunch of flowers and deliver them to someone. If you would ring me
when it is your turn I will pleased to give you the name of someone that you can visit.
For those who normally give me money I would be happy to buy flowers and deliver
them.
Hopefully this will bring some pleasure to those who are not able to get out at the
moment.
Thank you
Ann Stevenson. 01234 854497

Last Night of the Proms
At the time of writing this, the Last Night of the
Proms has yet to happen. By the time you read
this, it may well be over. In that case, you will
know whether there have been any more Uturns over the lyrics of ‘Rule Britannia’ and ‘Land
of Hope and Glory’.
In the light of today’s lectionary passage on
‘Forgiveness’ (Matthew 18:15-35) Tim Lowe in ‘Postscript’ (from Roots on the Web)
poses these questions for you to think about:
Explore the lyrics of ‘Rule Britannia!’ and ‘Land of Hope and Glory’.
• What do you feel these songs say of about the United Kingdom of 2020 – an
allegedly multicultural and multi-faith nation?
• Where does Jesus culture of perpetual forgiveness fit in to the mentality these
songs of ‘empire’.

© Roots for Churches Ltd.
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Next Week’s Poster from Richard

Do you enjoy a ……

If so, why not join our light-hearted
Zoom Quiz, each Tuesday evening at
7.30pm. If you’re interested, email
Geoff (geofftal@btinternet.com) for a
login code and see if you can do any
better than the current ‘quizzers’.

The jokey bit
A mother was waiting for the bus with her young son.
She said to him, “When you get on the bus, you tell the driver you are four and a half.”
The bus comes along, the mother gets on with her son and asks the driver for one adult
and one infant ticket.
The driver asks the boy how old he is.
To which the boy replies, “Four and a half”.
The driver then asks the boy, “When are you five?”
To which the boy replies, “When I get off the bus”.

If you have any prayer requests, thanks, how you’re passing the time, feelgood items
and, indeed, any other items and news that you would like to go into this newsletter
then please email these to geofftal@btinternet.com, ideally by Thursday each week. As
you can see, unlike the printed newsletter, there’s no restriction on space and we can
even slot last minute things in up till Friday evening.
If you know of someone who would like to receive this emailed newsletter could you
please send their email address to richard.ward4@btinternet.com. Equally, if you would
like to be removed from the distribution list, please let Richard Ward know.

