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A Happy and Hopeful New Year to the Kempston East Church
Community
THE ANNUAL COVENANT SERVICE
Dear friends,
An Old Russian proverb: 'The way you meet the New Year is how you will spend the
rest of the year'. I have a photo of a Russian taking a dip in frozen ice lake though I do
not recommend Kempston East folk copying that.
We pray that 2021 will be year when life starts to get better in terms of overcoming
Covid.
The New Year is also the time when the Methodist Church normally hold their ‘Annual
Covenant Service’. It’s an opportunity for recommitment to following God through
the Methodist Way of Life. The original covenant service was begun by its founder Rev
John Wesley in 1755 at Spitalfields, London.
A signed Membership Ticket with their name is given to each member as a reminder
of their calling and commitment. The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to
the gospel of God’s love in Christ and live out its discipleship in worship and mission.
In practical terms, that is spelt out on the Methodist Membership Ticket and Methodist Way of Life card with four main
emphases:
Worship: hymns such as ‘Come down O love divine’, ‘And Can
it be’, ‘Hark the Herald Angels’ were written by Rev Charles
Wesley (brother of John).
Learning and Caring: most churches have a network of pastoral leaders and fellowship groups.
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Service: One of the largest children charities ‘Action for Children’ was begun by a
Methodist Minister. In response to the deprivation of industrial Britain, the Salvation
Army was started by a Methodist Minister, Rev William Booth. The ‘All We Can’ charity
is the Methodist Relief and Development charity working in partnership across the
world.
Evangelism: is about sharing our faith and talking about God. In places I have visited in
Africa and Asia, faith is part of everyday life; in the UK we are more reticent. But there is
still a good news story about Jesus to be shared sensitively by actions and, if necessary,
to use words.

The Safari of Life
If we respond to this calling then it will lead to an interesting, fulfilling life of growth
and challenge. The earliest Methodists helped begin the trade union movement in the
‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’ (lay preachers who sought to improve workers’ rights), John
Wesley wrote a letter encouraging William Wilberforce in his mission to abolish slavery.
The earliest schools were started through the Sunday school movement. The first
General Session of the United Nations General Assembly was held at Methodist Central
Hall, Westminster, London on 10th January 1946. The New Years’ concerts on BBC1 have
been held there, so Central Hall is a multi-purpose location, not just for worship but
serving the world community. The Methodist Church should be multi-purpose and
adaptable but with a stable core of faith in Christ.
I came from a non-church background firstly into the Baptist, then Anglican Church and
finally found my spiritual home in the Methodist Church. What a safari (Swahili word for
journey) of life and faith it has been, perhaps we need to respond and reflect on what it
has meant for ourselves.
DOING GOOD
‘Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places
you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.”
words by Rev John Wesley
Blessings, Michael

Bedford News
National Lockdown
Stay At Home
The Prime Minister has
announced a national
lockdown and instructed
people to stay at home to
control the virus, protect the
NHS and save lives.
The decision follows a rapid rise in infections, hospital admissions and case rates across
the country, and our hospitals are now under more pressure than they have been at
any other point throughout the pandemic. This drastic jump in cases has been
attributed to the new variant of COVID-19, which scientists have confirmed is between
50%-70% more transmissible. The four UK Chief Medical Officers have advised that the
COVID threat level should move from level four to level five, indicating that if action is
not taken NHS capacity may be overwhelmed within 21 days.
You can see a video about the situation locally and what to do and where to get help if
you feel unwell on youtube.
You must stay at home. The single most important action we can all take is to stay at
home to protect the NHS and save lives. You must not leave, or be outside of your
home except where necessary. You may leave the home to:
•
shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable person
•
go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable services, if you cannot reasonably do
so from home
•
exercise with your household (or support bubble) or one other person, this should
be limited to once per day, and you should not travel outside your local area.
•
meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where necessary, but only if you are
legally permitted to form one
•
seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk of harm (including domestic
abuse)
•
attend education or childcare - for those eligible
Businesses including all non-essential retail, indoor and outdoor leisure facilities,
entertainment venues and personal care facilities such as hairdressers/barbers must
close. Hospitality venues must close but can continue to provide takeaway and
delivery. Food shops and supermarkets will remain open, while non-essential retail can
remain open for delivery/click and collect.
You can find the full details of the lockdown restrictions on the Government website.4
This Bedford News is extracted from emailings from Bedford Borough Council and their partners

Bedford News
Coping With Lockdown
With the country going into a further lockdown, it’s so
important that we all look out for each other and look after
ourselves.
You may be feeling sad, stressed, anxious, or frustrated.
These feelings are reasonable and expected. It may take
time to adjust to necessary changes. It is important to take
things at your own pace and be kind to yourself.
There is support and advice available to look after your
mind and body.
For advice to help you stay healthy and well in what continues to be an extremely
difficult and uncertain year visit our website: www.bedford.gov.uk/wellbeing
We have set up a Community Hub to support people who are clinically extremely
vulnerable and are unable to get support from family or friends.

You can find out more about support available locally including the Community Hub at
www.bedford.gov.uk/covid19.

Weekly COVID-19 Cases in Bedford Borough
In the week up to January 3rd there were 1556 new cases of Covid-19 reported in
Bedford Borough. This equates to 897.9 new cases per 100,000 population – a huge
increase from 650.3 new cases per 100,000 population in the previous seven days. In
the week to December 25th there were 9 deaths from Covid-19, one more than in the
previous seven days. Of the 1556 new cases, 131 were in Cauldwell ward.
The new cases in the Kempston and Wootton wards were:
Kempston Rural
81
Kempston Central and East
59
Wootton
59
Kempston West
49
Kempston South
37
Kempston North
28
In the week to December 27th General and Acute Bed Occupancy in Bedford and Luton
5
and Dunstable hospitals combined was 94% of capacity.

What have you been doing?
This is issue 43 of the eNewsletter and
it looks as though it will need to carry
on for some time before we get back
to any kind of normality.
During the past 43 weeks I’ve tried to
put stuff in the newsletter that will be
informative, useful and interesting.
I’ve tried to give you ideas of things to
do both while you’ve been locked down and during the weeks in the summer when we
became a bit freer. But I need your help. I need to hear some things from you about
what you’ve been doing, particularly what things have occupied you that you think
others might also find interesting to do. Even better, if you feel able to write a short (or a
longer) article, or a series of articles like the ones from Roger last year about his
gardening experiences, then please do that and send it/them to me.

I’m sure there’s a wealth of talent out there amongst you all and one of the areas that
has been suggested to help people through the lockdown is ‘creative writing’ so now’s
the chance to give it a try! We are also always pleased when people respond positively
to our requests to write the ‘pastoral letter’ but I’m aware that there are people who are
not being asked to do this. Please don’t wait to be asked. If you feel you can write a
pastoral letter, then please let me know and we’ll put you on the list.
If you can help in any of this then please drop me an email at geofftal@btinternet.com,
either with an article of any length or of an idea you’ve had for one. Don’t worry about
grammar, punctuation or spelling – I’ll try to sort out any problems in those areas for you
– and, thankfully, Richard checks the final draft before it goes out!
I look forward to hearing from lots of you – and thank you!
Geoff

Bedford Foodbank
Rev. Andrew Hollins is approved to issue vouchers to anyone who finds themselves
and/or their family needing help from the Bedford Foodbank. As the winter months
continue and more people face difficult employment and financial challenges, if you
become aware of anyone who would benefit from receiving a Foodbank voucher
please put them in touch with Andrew. Vouchers are issued confidentially, and those
receiving them via Andrew don't have to be connected in any way with a Circuit
Church. Stephanie Field is also approved to issue Foodbank vouchers in her role as
the Circuit Safeguarding Officer. You can contact either Andrew or Stephanie through
the Circuit Office – 01234 831174; email: northbedscircuitoffice@gmail.com.
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[from Priory News]

Going Out…..or Staying In?
Well, to be honest, there’s not much choice really – Stay at home – Protect the NHS –
Save Lives. Except, you are allowed out for an hour or so for some exercise providing
you don’t drive outside your local area for this. So where can you go in Kempston?
The obvious place is Addison Howard Park – a couple of laps round there is a good
exercise. Or you could go down to Kempston Mill and have a bit of a walk along the
riverside path – providing the floods have gone down and it’s not too soggy underfoot.
Slightly farther away are Bedford Park and Priory Country Park and you could probably
stretch the ‘local area’ to Willington and the walks from Danish Camp.
But, if you’re staying in, what can I suggest that I haven’t pointed you to already?
If you’re fond of the music of Jule Styne, Jerry Herman and Stephen Sondheim then
‘Kings of Broadway 2020’ has a lot of songs from their musicals, all sung by performers
from the West End. Lasting almost two hours you can find the whole thing on
YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhJDw-bfSn8&feature=emb_imp_woyt.
If your interests are more academic then you could enrol in one of the courses from
Greysnet (I think this is the older person’s version of Mumsnet, but I could be wrong!)
Click on https://greysnet.com/2020/12/free-online-creative-classes-for-older-people/
for information on and links to their classes on ‘Feel Good Moves’ (looks like the dance
of the seven veils for older ladies from the picture on the website!), ‘Learn to Draw’,
the ‘Sound Healing Spa’ which uses sound to relax you (probably no drum and bass
there), and ‘Singing with Vessie’ which is what is, not surprisingly, a singing course.
People do make some amazing things – and you can also find a lot of these things on
YouTube. For example, there are examples of clocks either powered by or making use
of steel balls. Just check out a few of these videos:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdI39l8DD80
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sknohS9iRdE
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Md9WtLwaODU
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGigysskxig
There are one or two of these where you do wonder how on earth you tell the time
from it and maybe even the thought ‘you should get out more’ goes through your
mind but, that’s the thing about a lockdown, you can’t get out much so, if you’re of a
mechanical bent, maybe you can improve on these – please send your videos!
Now I am really impressed by things that a man called Rob Ives makes. Click on
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlsggjgRAuDtft6sA7TD8F51jnoDIL04y. Press ‘Play All’
to see some of his wonderful automata made out of coloured paper, card, clothes
pegs, cotton buds and other stuff that’s lying around the house. These really are 7
things you could try to copy during lockdown.

Useful things you can do with
your mobile – and some you can’t
Last week, I told you about the ICE (In Case of
Emergency) setting that you can put into your
mobile phone contacts. Here are a couple of
other things you can do that maybe you didn’t
know about.
Emergency Calls
If you needed to make an emergency call from your mobile, your first reaction would be
to press 999 on the phone’s keypad – and that will work to connect you to the
emergency operator. But supposing you’re abroad and you don’t know the local number.
Then, the other number to remember is 112. 112 is the emergency number that works
worldwide – it doesn’t matter where you are or what phone network you’re on. It will
work in the UK just as well as 999. even if you’re outside the coverage area of your own
mobile phone provider - and you can even dial it if your keypad is locked. However,
don’t set your lock code to a number that starts with either 999 or 112 because you’ll
never unlock your phone if you do.
Other numbers to remember are:
101 – the non-emergency number for the police. If a crime is in progress use 999;
otherwise if an immediate response is not going to be of any use (e.g. your car’s been
stolen or your property has been damaged) use 101.
111 – the non-emergency number for medical assistance. Use this for illnesses and nonlife threatening, minor injuries.
Disabling a stolen mobile phone
You need to carry this out before your phone gets stolen because you will need to have
the phone’s IMEI (International Mobile Equipment Identity) number. To get this key in
*06# on your phone and the 15 digit IMEI number will appear. Make a note of that and
keep it somewhere safe. If your phone gets stolen, you can contact your service provider
and give them this code. They will then be able to block your handset so even if the thief
changes the SIM card, your phone will be totally useless. You probably won't get your
phone back, but at least you know that whoever stole it can't use/sell it either. If
everybody did this, there would be no point in people stealing mobile phones.
Myths
There are a couple of myths that circulate. One says that if you have remote keyless
entry to your car and you’ve locked your keys inside but you have a spare at home, you
can get someone at home to call you. If you then hold your mobile about a foot away
from the car and get them at home to press unlock, your car will ‘hear’ the unlock code –
8
It won’t!! The other myth is that, if your phone battery is getting low press
+3370 and you will access reserve battery power in your phone – You won’t!!

Hillgrounds Estate Wordsearch
Since I’ve had a few comments saying how much you like the wordsearches in the
newsletter I thought I’d keep going with them for a bit longer. This week’s is all about
the roads on the Hillgrounds Estate. If I’ve missed any off then I apologise for the
omission!
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/

Daily reflections:
https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
Due to Covid-19, and tier 4 restrictions, services for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity in January 2021 will take place online and in a smaller format that usual.
Each church is encouraged in their own way to have part of their prayer focus on the
unity of all Christian churches and our joint witness to the peoples of Bedford.
You are invited to join with other congregations on
Monday 18th

St. Mary’s

7:30pm

Tuesday 19th

Holy Cross RC

10:15am

Thursday 21st

Quaker Meeting

12:15 for 12:30pm

Zoom
https://holycrossbedford.org.uk/
Zoom

As you will probably know this is largely or entirely silent.
Saturday 23rd

Polish RC Church 5pm

Sunday 24th

We all pray for each other and for Christian Unity in our own
church services

Monday 25th

Priory Methodist 12:00noon Zoom

details to follow

For security reasons, I have deleted the Zoom logins from the original poster. These
will, though, be included in Richard’s covering email to enable you to join the services
indicated by ‘Zoom’ above.
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Our
Church
Family
Please remember in your prayers:

Your
Prayers

•

•
•
•

Georgina and David as they mourn the passing of
Georgina’s mother (Barbara Smith) and David’s
mother over the past few weeks and as they
prepare for Barbara Smith’s funeral on Tuesday.
Natalie M, her daughter Jackie and grandson
Josh who all have Covid-19
Martin and Margaret, their daughter Rachel and
granddaughter Hannah who have all had positive
Covid-19 tests
Pat P and her daughter Judith who are selfisolating after being in contact with someone
who was Covid-positive

Barbara Smith - Funeral Arrangements
The Funeral Service for Barbara Smith will be on Tuesday 12th January at 11.30am at
Bedford Crematorium.
There is a maximum of 30 family and friends allowed at the Crematorium. However,
the service will also be streamed live on the internet.
You can login using the link: www.obitus.com
You will then be asked for a username and password. These are:
Username: Vubu4512
Password: 438493
The hearse will be stopping at Kempston East on the way to the Crematorium
between 10.55am and 11.05am for those who wish to pay their respects.
I know we’ll all be thinking about Georgina and the rest of the family as Barbara
Smith’s funeral takes place next week, but the family also need our love and prayers
as they simultaneously mourn David’s mother who also sadly died on January 2nd

More
Church
Family
News
Membership Courses
We shall be running a four session course in the next few
months with four people already signed up. If you are
interested please contact Rev Michael Giles for more
details. Contact details are on the front page of this
newsletter.

From Rev Wendy Evans-Wood:
Thank you
Thank you to everyone for the many cards and messages of support to myself and the
family on Roger’s ill health and subsequent death.
I have been overwhelmed by the love and kindness you have given us.
God bless you all. Wendy

Random Acts of Kindness
We have been used to hearing of random acts of kindness over the past months but I
would like to share with you a photo that Richard took of some things that were left,
anonymously, on the church doorstep this week.
They are three painted
stones – one decorated
with flowers and the
word ‘LOVE’, one with the
cross and the word
‘PEACE’, and one with a
heart and the words
‘PEACE BE WITH YOU’.
There is also a beautiful picture of Kempston East done by, what I guess is, pyrography.
We are not sure who put them there - or why - but it was very kind of whoever it was.

Worship
Once again we will meet this week by Zoom and, this Sunday, our service will be led by
our minister, Rev Michael Giles, who, this week, will be leading our Annual Covenant
Service. This usually contains communion which we are unable to do by Zoom but
Michael has provided an outline for an Agapé meal. All of the liturgy which he will use in
church is also in the worship at home section in the pages following this. To fully join in
you will need a piece of cake and a glass of water.
We hope that as many of you as feel able to will join us on Zoom. If you haven’t done it
before it really is quite easy and you can even join in to listen by dialling in from your
home phone – you don’t even need a computer, tablet or smartphone! Just follow the
login instructions in Richard’s covering email.
As before, Dom will put a recording of the service on the church website. This does take
a bit of time to do, so please allow for that and, perhaps, wait until Sunday evening to
connect in to that. I will again produce an audio version on CD for those of you who are
unable to get to the service in any other way. If you haven’t already been getting one of
these and would like one, please do contact me (Geoff Talbot) and I will arrange one.
There will not be a Sunday morning service on BBC1 this week but at 12.25pm, on BBC1,
on Songs of Praise, Claire McCollum is in Stirling, exploring the city’s connection to the
King James Bible, and JB Gill meets a Scottish singer who found Jesus whilst battling
addiction.
On the Sunday morning service on Radio 4 at 8.10am, Martin Palmer explores how faith
can partner with conservation movements in protecting what Pope Francis calls "Our
Common Home".

Forthcoming Services from Kempston East
Sunday January 17th
Sunday January 24th
Sunday January 31st

Local Worship (led by the Worship Leaders)
Brian Addington
Geoff Talbot

Until restrictions are eased and we can meet again in person, these services will be
held on Zoom.

worship at
home
Sunday
January 10th
2021
This short act of worship has been prepared for you so you can spend a few moments
with God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with you.

Call to Worship
This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each
other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Hymn:

Come let us sing of a wonderful love (Singing the Faith 443)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCSx7ZZ3-2I
Come, let us sing of a wonderful love,
tender and true;
out of the heart of the Father above,
streaming to me and to you:
wonderful love
dwells in the heart of the Father above.

Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet;
why do they roam?
Love only waits to forgive and forget;
home, weary wanderer, home!
Wonderful love
dwells in the heart of the Father above.

Jesus, the Saviour, this gospel to tell,
joyfully came;
came with the helpless and hopeless to
dwell,
sharing their sorrow and shame;
seeking the lost,
saving, redeeming at measureless cost.

Come to my heart, O thou wonderful
love,
come and abide,
lifting my life, till it rises above
envy and falsehood and pride;
seeking to be
lowly and humble, a learner of thee.
Robert Walmsley (1831-1905)
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Let us pray together
Gracious God,
on this day, I and many others seek to renew our covenant with You. Your love is strong
and faithful. You never stop loving us. Our love for You is weak and fickle and we often
fall short of what we have committed ourselves to be and do. Forgive us for our
reluctance to follow Christ, our half-hearted worship, our failures in caring, service and
witness, and our unwillingness to challenge injustice.
Have mercy on us, O God, and renew in us both the desire and the ability to be people
of love. Thank you for your gracious words: ‘Your sins are forgiven’. Amen.
Today’s Gospel Reading:

John 15.1-9

As far as we are able, with God’s help:
Worship
We will pray daily.
We will worship with others regularly.
We will look and listen for God in Scripture, and the world.
Learning and Caring
We will care for ourselves and those around us.
We will learn more about our faith.
We will practise hospitality and generosity.
Service
We will help people in our communities and beyond.
We will care for creation and all God’s gifts.
We will challenge injustice.
Evangelism
We will speak of the love of God.
We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus.
We will share our faith with others.

Hymn:
All I once held dear. (Singing the Faith 489)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r8XfE_VNb0.
Sing the words on the next page with the music

All I once held dear,
built my life upon,
all this world reveres,
and wars to own,
all I once thought gain
I have counted loss;
spent and worthless now,
compared to this.

Now my heart's desire
is to know you more,
to be found in you
and known as yours.
To possess by faith
what I could not earn,
all-surpassing gift
of righteousness.

Oh, to know the power
of your risen life,
and to know you in
your sufferings.
To become like you
in your death, my Lord,
so with you to live
and never die.

Knowing you, Jesus,
knowing you,
there is no greater thing.
You're my all, you're the
best,
you're my joy, my
righteousness,
and I love you, Lord.

Knowing you, Jesus,
knowing you,
there is no greater thing.
You're my all, you're the
best,
you're my joy, my
righteousness,
and I love you, Lord.

Knowing you, Jesus,
knowing you,
there is no greater thing.
You're my all, you're the
best,
you're my joy, my
righteousness,
and I love you, Lord.
Graham Kendrick

Time to Reflect
The image of the vine is an organic picture. The branches are growing in the vine. They
are connected to every other branch through the vine and fruit grows naturally on the
branches. The branches have no choice. They are part of the Vine. But Jesus’ use of this
image to speak of our relationship with him offers choice and invites our participation.
We are asked to abide in the vine and so grow and be fruitful.
Today, we choose again to trust God, to walk with Jesus and to live in the ways of the
kingdom.
Take the Methodist Way of Life Card (see page 2 of this enewsletter). Before you say
the covenant prayer, read through the commitments on the card and reflect on which
of these you want to grow in during the coming year.
A time of prayer
Take time to sit quietly. Then say the Covenant Prayer aloud:
I am no longer my own but yours.
Your will, not mine, be done in all things,
wherever you may place me,
in all that I do and in all that I may endure;
when there is work for me and when there is none;
when I am troubled and when I am at peace.
Your will be done when I am valued and when I am disregarded;
when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking;
when I have all things, and when I have nothing
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I willingly offer all I have and am
to serve you, as and where you choose.
Glorious and blesséd God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
May it be so for ever.
Let this covenant now made on earth
be fulfilled in heaven. Amen

Prayers of intercession
Pray for your church … that it may be a faithful witness to God’s love.
Pray for the church worldwide …that in word and action it may help people to see
God’s glory
Pray for the leaders of nations… that they act justly and guide wisely.
Pray for those pushed to the margins of society …that they and their gifts may be made
welcome.
Pray for those in need…especially people we known
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father ……
Hymn:
Jesus stand among us (Singing the Faith 30)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uC7Q0vSSfws
Jesus, stand among us
At the meeting of our lives;
Be our sweet agreement
At the meeting of our eyes.
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here;
Join our hearts in unity and take away
our fear.

So to You we're gathering
Out of each and every land;
Christ the love between us
At the joining of our hands.
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here;
Join our hearts in unity and take away
our fear.
Graham Kendrick

Methodist Agapé Meal
(it maybe that you find time to share testimony during the fellowship time (breakout
rooms) or during the week)
Preparation
Welcome to our online love feast, which is a way of expressing the sharing,
belonging and fellowship we have together as followers of Jesus.
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A key part of it is to share testimony - how your story is part of God’s story. ‘My life
is different because I believe God has changed my . . . challenged my . . . loved me . . ‘
It is where you are. It is who you are. No need to pretend. It is your testimony.
A second key part is to share food and drink – often cake or bread and tea or water.
You will need to get your own! It’s helpful to get them ready before you start.
Bible readings: Isaiah 55:1-3; Invitation to the Thirsty
55 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare.
3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.

Testimony
The leader might like to sum up the reading, before inviting people to share testimony:
how your story is part of God’s story. ‘My life is different because I believe God has
changed my . . . challenged my . . . loved me . . .’ It is where you are. It is who you are.
No need to pretend. It is your testimony.

Love Feast: eat and drink
After the testimonies are finished, the leader invites people to consume their cake,
light a candle and drink a cup of water:

Grace
Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored; thy creatures bless, and
grant that we may feast in paradise with thee. Responses to God’s grace and goodness
are then invited.

Let’s eat and drink together, in thankfulness to God.
The portions of Love Feast cake are eaten in silence
The Loving Cup of water is drunk by each person.
Hymn:

Love divine, all loves excelling (Singing The Faith 503)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1ct636SAh0
Sing along with the words on the next page
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Love divine, all loves excelling
Joy of Heaven to Earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus, Thou art all compassion
Pure, unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart

Come almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy life receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love

Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find that second rest
Take away the love of sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith, as its beginning
Sets our hearts at liberty

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
'Til in Heaven we take our place
'Til we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder, love and praise.
Charles Wesley

A prayer of blessing
May the God of heaven and earth bless us and keep us; may his face shine upon us
that we might know God’s peace and live in ways that reflect his love, now and
always. Amen
Original Materials by Roger L Walton and Rev Michael Giles
All Hymns reproduced under CCLi 1144191 and CCLi 5467

The World This Week (extracted from Roots On The Web © Roots for Churches)
The world is not what we thought. One thing is that the realities of worshipping today
are far from what we would normally expect and we have had to adapt to a new way of
being together, apart. Some suggestions can be modified; others may not work where
gatherings are purely online. The burning question of recent weeks – which has now
been answered in the affirmative – is whether we needed an even stricter lockdown to
avert the threat by a newer strain of the virus before everyone can receive a vaccine.
The challenge becomes greater as we realise that the virus has mutated in Kent and in
South Africa. With this we realise the global dimension, for if new strains are allowed to
develop, they could swamp a world which has no immunity.
There is now a realisation that we have to change the world especially referring to
climate change. We are now more aware than ever of the changes we have caused.
Notice Greta Thunberg’s attitude as she reaches her 18th birthday. Lots of light and not
just condemnation. The final paragraph is wonderful, and asked about a birthday
present, ‘she shifts in her chair uncomfortably, trying to think of something. “The
19
headlights on my bike are broken, in Sweden it gets very dark in the winter”, she says,
to keep me happy. I bet she’ll just borrow some.’ Yes, we need some light.

Next week’s poster from Richard

Tibbs Dementia Foundation
Many of us are familiar with Tibbs
because, before, the pandemic, they met
in the New School Hall every Tuesday
afternoon. For the past few months,
though, their face-to-face meetings have
been limited but, to keep some of their
activities going, they have met through
Zoom.
Music is a big part of Tibbs Dementia
work and they have a Big Sing by Zoom
each Saturday morning. As part of a
special feature the BBC filmed the Tibbs
Dementia Foundation at their Big Sing by
Zoom this Saturday. This will be
broadcast next Monday morning on the
main breakfast news show, to highlight
the positive impact of music throughout
the lockdown and showcase the work of
the Tibbs Music for Memory team.

On Monday, an old seadog with a parrot on his shoulder walks
into, for him, a new pub, and orders a single whisky and a packet
of peanuts. The parrot drinks the whisky and the seadog eats
the peanuts. This is repeated every night until Friday.
On Friday, the barman says, ‘Your usual, sir, a whisky for the
parrot and peanuts for you?’
‘No,’ says the seadog, ‘the whisky is for me and the peanuts for
the parrot.’
The curious barman asks, ‘Why the change?’
The seadog replies, ‘It’s the parrot’s turn to drive.’
If you have any prayer requests, thanks, how you’re passing the time, feelgood items and,
indeed, any other items and news that you would like to go into this newsletter then
please email these to geofftal@btinternet.com, ideally by Thursday each week. As you
can see, unlike the printed newsletter, there’s no restriction on space and we can even
slot last minute things in up till Friday evening.
If you know of someone who would like to receive this emailed newsletter could you
please send their email address to richard.ward4@btinternet.com. Equally, if you would
like to be removed from the distribution list, please let Richard Ward know.

